summertime Fun Is Here!!! Come out to Renfrew for
some fun in the Sun!!

Current Museum Specigl Exhibit: An Exhibit Of FEarly American Children’s
Books--July 1 to October 1, 13882 in the Renfrew Museum Gallery

Farly American Children's Books are the focus of a new exhibit

at the Renfrew Museum. Loaned from the collection of Michael Schnebly

of Greencastle, PA the display comprises a varied selection of nearly

100 books printed in the United States before 1840. Particular attention
has been placed in choosing books for the exhibit from the presses of
small provincial printers as well as those from larger cities to show

the progress of children's book publishing from the colonial period
onward. An Annotated Checklist is FREE to all current “Friends of
Renfrew.” Please stop by the museum for your copy (one catalog per
family). The Checklist is available for $1.00 to the general public.
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Page from: The Young Child's A B C, Or, First Book New York: Printed
and sold by Samuel Wood, No. 357, Pearl-Street, 1813.




FOCUS ON: Michael Schnebly

Renfrew's new Exhibit is part of an impressive

j collection of over 800 American books, magazines, and
periodicals (most printed before 1860) from the collection of Michael
Schnebly. A local resident, born in Waynesboro and now residing in
Greencastle, Mr. Schnebly is a Library Media Specialist with the
Washington County Board of Education in Hagerstown, MD. He graduated
from Greencastle High and went to pursue Library Science at Shippensburg
State College. He began collecting early children's books while still
in Grade School, after becoming fascinated with the lovely illustrations
that fill many of the early volumes. He still loves illustrated books,
and has collected many examples of beautiful woodcuts, several with
delicate hand coloring. His grade school interest in children's
literature turned into a life-long study of a very unique and often
overlocked aspect of American culture. From his initial interest in
books for their illustrations, Mr. Schnebly began to focus on acquiring
first editions by such famous authors as Nathaniel Hawthorne, Louisa
May Alcott, Horatio Alger, Mark Twain, and Martha Finley amassing an
enviable assortment of rare editions. He has now turned to books

( printed before 1840 particularly examples of books produced in limited

numbers by little known publishers. He has several books which are
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the "chapbooks" (cheap, poor gquality books
sold by street merchants) were sold for

1 or 2 cents, a Gift Annual could cost
about $1.00, or the price of a common

Not easily affordable to the
Couple that fact with the

natural abuse that would be inevitable in

side chair.

average citizen.

the hands of any youngster and it becomes
obvious that finding ANY early children's
Schnebly

long ago abandoned the idea of collecting

book is an accomplishment. Mr.

just to amass a large number of books, but
has worked on finding rare editions, reprints
and unique examples of sometimes rather
unknown books (that is, unknown to us--

many of the books were probably well known
and popular when they were printe&. What
results from the collection is a fascinating
look at the lives, customs, pastimes, morals,
The

charming woodcuts illustrate typical

and beliefs of early Americans.

clothing and home furnishings of the pericd,
and the stories, poems, and fables tell

so much about how early Americans thought
about themselves.

We wish to thank Mr. Schnebly for
bringing this rare collection into the public
eye and for sharing his time and knowledge
with us. Mr. Schnebly has written an
Annotated Checklist of the exhibit which

features a brief background on the history of

photographs of some of the rare editions included.
of Mercersburg executed the lovely calligraphy on the cover.

is a "Friend of Renfrew" and a volunteer guide.
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CHILDREN
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Page from:

A Token For Children by
James Janeway, Boston:
Thomas and John Fleet, 1771

children's literature and

Mrs. Katherine Ritchey
Ritchey

Printing of the cover

Mrs.

and inside photographs is by another "Friend of Renfrew'" Mr. Frank Coburn

of Sir Speedy Printers, Hagerstown, MD.

The Checklist is available for

$1.00 to the general public and is FREE to current "Friends of Renfrew."

Proceeds will benefit Renfrew Museum's future exhibits and projects.

PLEASE NOTE:
Independence Day!!!

The Museum will be CLOSED on Sunday July 4th for



the museum.

pouring rain that showed up at 2 p.m.!

for the sale and to our Patrons who visited us!!

Special Thanks To:

The inc

— - Bake Sale June 12th a Success Despite The Weather!!!!
: Our first Bake Sale brought in $41.25 despite the

ome from

the sale will be used to acquire additiocnal artifacts for
THANK YOU to all those who contributed items

Mrs., Mildred Caron of Waynesboro for the donation of a signed
John W. Bell redware flower Urn with rope handles.

It is unl

in our Bell pottery collection and a very fine addition. THA

In Memory:

ike any
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It is our deep regret that Mr, W, J. Davis passed away recently.

Mr. Davis has been a "Friend of Renfrew" since 1978 and a good friend

and supporter of our work at Renfrew.

$200.00 and his Grandfather's engraved gold pocket watch.

Friends of Renfrew Membership News

New Members for June--Welcome!!!

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Alter
Mr. & Mrs. Irvin Beard, Jr.
Mr. &€ Mrs. J. Omer Caron
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Haffner
Mr. &€ Mrs. G. Barr Newcomer

Jean Wilkinson

Renewals of Membership for June

Miss F. E. Appich
Mr. Daniel W. Arthur
Mr. Eugene Arthur
Louise F. Aubrey

Mr. & Mrs. Louis Barlup, Jr.

Miss Grace Baylor

Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Brown
Mr. & Mrs. David Eddy

Mrs. Edith H. Ervin

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin E. Foster
Mr. &€ Mrs. Robert F. Fox
Mrs. Pearl Glotfelty

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph King
Peggy McCleary

Mr. & Mrs. Henry McKelvey
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Mock
Mrs. Patricia Nicholson
Dr. & Mrs. J. Stewart

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Rinehart
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