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Our Mission

To preserve, enhance, promote, and interpret the Royer family
Pennsylvania German farmstead, the Nicodemus and Bell collections,
and the surrounding Park.

Our Vision

To be a welcoming and memorable destination
where everyone can walk back in time,

Our Values

Integnty — With honesty and truth, we will adhere to the highest moral and
ethical standards in all our endeavors.

Authenticity — We will interpret with historical accuracy all of our exhibits,
collections, programs, and events.

Excellence — We will be exceptional in everything we do.

Follow Us on Facebook and Instagram!
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Renfrew Committee, Inc. is pleased to introduce several new volunteers who have recently joined the board of directors.
Each of these extraordinary people brings a wealth of experience, enthusiasm, and special skills to assist with advancing
Renfrew’s mission and move ourinstitution forward. Join us in welcoming them to Renfrew's leadership team!

We are also excited to announce the creation of a new staff position, the Manager of Visitor Expenences. RCI selected
historian Steve LaBarre to fill this important role which is responsible for historical interpretation, education, volunteer
recruitment and development, community engagement, collections management, and event programming at Renfrew.
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i \X’ elcome to 2021, frends! We're so excited to begin a new vear at
® Renfrew Museum and Park, inviting vou H].Dﬂg to expenence all the

: wonderful things <we have planned at everrone’s favonte farmstead.
- ?-‘ ! Last vear cansed many of vs to reflect on what's most important and,
. at Rmf[ew we've embraced both the tradition of our forty-five veas
: " B az an mstimtion while eagerdy looking towand current trends in the
i Y field. This inclndes reaffirming our commitment to mterpreting the
site’s Pennsvivania Gemman hentage, along with its extensive agnenltural history over
more than two centurnies of occupation on this scenic land.

As abwavz, our meredible decoratrve arts collections frame the story of hfe m Frankln
Couatr, b::-fa close to home and aromnd the Cumbedand and 51.15-:11.1&}1 anna v alley
tegion, helpmeg us to better undestand who we are as a people reflected back to us m
the artifacts, architecture, and landscape we steward. From everrday stems to high style
art objects, vemacular architecture to heifloom gardens, Antietam Creek, manmade and
natural features, Ren frew shares the anthentic stones of the past for evervone to enjov

and find relevant meaning m their own kives today.

The theme of this season’s newsletter 1ssne & “Looking Back, Moving Forw

A significant change vou'll notice immedhately 15 the return to the pubhcation’ oogmal
title der Wetterbabn Pist mtroduced m Spong 1988, Renfrew’s newsletter was named m
honor of the John Bell pottery shop rooster weathervane, Ren frew’s mascot. Leam
more with an excerpt from our inaugural ssue on page 6. The return of der Wetferhabn
emphasizes our standing commitment to Ren frew’s mission to “pmomote, preserve,
enhance, and mterpret the Rover family Pennsvlvania German Farmstead, the
Nicodemus and Bell collections, and the surounding Park™ We're honosed to share
the uniqueness of Renfrew, our mstitubion’s own special character and history, while
eagexly looking to the future as we engage new and diverse andiences.

Inn this 1ssue we'll also welcome board members and staff, highheht exciting new
programs and events, as well as wavs vou can further connect wath Renfrew Musenm
and Park. Be sure to save the date for our 46th Opening Day Celebration on Satusday,
Apnl 10, 2021 and we look forsard to seemg vou this vear!

Sincerely

b
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Look for Steve around the farmstead and be sure to say hello!

alorie Dick, Board Member

A hfelong community volunteer, she has served on multiple boands, mecluding the Wameshoro School
Board, Beneficial Fund, & chairwomen of Summmit Health, and most recently wath Hearthstone
Retirement Home, among many others. She holds a master’s degree in ompanizational management from
Moumnt Samt Mary's Unsrersity. Val and her hueband, Bill, have four adult children and many grandchil-
dren who have enjoved Renfrew’s grounds. She enjovs creative pursuits ke gardenmng and sewang.
Hoping to continue the nich hertage of Renfrew for mant generations to come, Val = locking forwand
to being a part of a sohd team ofleaders to hsten, learn, and lead, planning strategically for the futuge.

Laurie Hovermale, Board Member

After 32 vears a5 a civiban emplovee sath the TS, Department of Defense, Lanne retired as Chuef,
Busmess Operations Division, T7.5. Army edical Research Acquisttion Activity at Fort Detrick, MDD
Laurie has been an active volunteer at Renfrew, already an expenenced musenm docent, and serves on

the Program and Events Committee. Lausie a]s.c- led the coordination of last vear's 5.110(:&5.55.11
Oktobedfest auctions. A devoted member of Church of the Apostles United Chuech of Chaist in Wame
Heights, Laugie has served on the administrative board and in a number of chuech nunistries. She h::rlds
a bachelors degree m business management from Shippenshurg State College and a Certificate n
Contracting from the U5, Ammy Logstics Management College.

Patti McLaughlin, Board Member

Patti 1z Othice Manager at McLaughln’s Enerer Services, a fanuly owned and operated busmess that was
started 64 vears ago by her father-m-law, Bruce McLanghln. She and her husband, Mask, wall have been
married for 40 vears thi coming May. They have three children and eight grandchildren. Along with
21jOTiH gphotcgtaphr gardenmg, and s.pendmgh.me wath famuily and friends at Raystown Lake
Pennsvlvania, Patt looks forward to the opportunity to serve on the Renfrew Board of Ditectos by
ma.hngposﬂxre impacts m the community she loves.

C. Harold Mumma, Board Secretary

Rased in Greencastle, PA Harold began his cateer working for Lande Tool Company fist 2z an
apprentice, moving up to advanced supervisory positions. Upon leaving Landis, he and his wafe, June,
operated a successful landscapmg busmess. Active m the Wamesboro community, he has been a
member of the Lions Clab, Warnesboro Histoneal Society, Bm‘ Scoukz of ﬂmenca Warneshoro
Church of the Brethren, 'and Tamaboro Bomough Cmmcul on which he currently serves as president.
He and June have m101red ]Iﬂngm Wamesbomo for over fifty vears.

Steve LaBarre, Manager of Visitor Experiences

With over twentv-frre vears i developmg and executing engamng expenences for puests of all ages,
Steve holds a master’s degree i public historr from the Univemity of Nebeaska, Keamer. He has
developed mnterpretation at historic sites around the country, 1= a certified teacher, and researcher who
has pubhshed i both acadenuc joumak and authored a Full- ]ﬂngth tegimen tal h1st::rr'r on the 5th Masza-
chusetts Colored Cavalry. Steve has presented for numerous munsenms, as well as for the National Park
Service, local news and radio outlets , inchiding American Hetory TV on C-SPAN 3. His periods of
tesea.i:ch are early-to-mid-19th Centl:u:r material cnltore, the Amesican Civil War, multary history, along
with the stody of African-American hiﬂt::rr:r of the same penod.




Renfrew Museum and Park is pleased to present its new
Historic Site Spotlight Series! This bi-menthly program will
feature fellow historic sites with similanties to Renfrew.
Drawing on shared themes from architecture and
preservation, to artifact collections, ethnic and agncultural
heritage, community engagement and more, we'll e;plnre
the vast landscape of the exciting things happening in our
region and across the country together — virtually. In a time
of great difficulty and challenge for local museums, Renfrew is committed to partnering with peer
institutions in the field to increase awareness, interest, outreach, and support. Travel with us on this
virtual adventure and discover new historic sites that you're sure to love!
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Historie Site
Spothght Seres

Bl-manthly Virtual Feature

$5 per person / Free for Friends of Renfrew Members

TWO WAYS TO ATTEND:
1. Online via Zoom (Link will be emailed.)
2. In-Person Watch Party at Renfrew (Limut 20. Masks and Distancing Required.)

Tuesday, February 16, 2021 at 7:00pm — Washington County Histonical Soaety, Hagerstoan, MD
Jomn Curator Brett Peters for this fascmating mtroduction to the W ahmgtnn County Histonical Society n
Hagerstown, Marvland. Leam about the Miller House, discover the mssion and collections of W CHS and
some exciting new mitiatives at the neighbonng metimtion — mehidmng a new exhibation of Bell Family
histone folk pottery openmg this spong!

Tuesday, Apnl 20, 2021 at 7:00pm — Histonc Smithfield, Blacksburg, VA

Come along wath Wilkam Preston’s South field staff for an exclusive virtual tonr of the South field Manor
home. This tonr will introduce vou to some of the most important stones and themes for Southwest Virgmnia
and bevond. It wall melude a hmtr_\:r of Smithfield, the Preston fanuly, and the 200 enslaved mdmmiduak who
lived at Smithfield. This tous will be presented by the Senith field-Preston Foundation’s Executive Director,
Byan Spencer, and Operations Manager, I\Eﬂnajewe]]__]um us and gamn pespective from the past, msight fcu:
the present, and mspiration for the fmture.

Tuesday, June 15, 2021 at 700pm— Rose Hill Manor Park & Museum, Fredenck, MD

Explore Rose Hill Manor with Museum Manger Kan Saavedra. Buidt m the 1790s by Pennsvlvania Gemmans
John and Anne Grahame, the site was ongmally known as Rose Garden. The poperty, which now features a
manor howse, icehonze, log cabin, blacksmith shop, carnage collection, and two barns, was later renamed Roze
Hill by Maryland Govemor Thomas Johnson i 1778, The Children’s Museum of Rose Hill Manor opened its
doorsz m 1972, pmt’idﬁlg ahands-on leamning approach to hetory. The Muzeum focuzes: on providing children
opportunities to expenence hfe m eardy Amenca from learnmg to casd w:\r_\}_, to grating spices, to planing wath
tovs from the past, as well as the h:st-:un‘ of agriculture and transportation i Fredenck County.

Learn more and register online at RenfrewMuseum.org/presentations-and-workshops

Farmstead Taste & Tour
3-hour program package from 11:00am to 2:00pm.
Select dates only:
Tuesday, March 16 Tuesday, December 7
Friday, Mach 19 Friday, December 10
Wednesday, August 18 Tuesday, December 14
Friday, August 20 Fnday, December 17

Sold by the table. Limit 18 per session.

Must register no fess than 48 hours in advance. Due fo
Cowvid-19 restrictions, tables will be distanced §-0" spart and
must be reserved by famiy unit household, or parfy.
Available as (2) tables of up to 2 at §50 each, (2] tables of up
to < at 100 each, or one (1) table of up to & at $150. Table
need not be filled to capacity to parficipate, but table price
still applies. Masks must be wom at all fimes except while
seated and dining. Thanks for your cooperation.

We look forward to serving you!

Treat vousself or someone special to a debcious farm-to-
table dining expenence at RenfrewMuseum and Park.
Ot new Farmetead Tazte & Tour program offers pnests
the opportunity to sample seasonal locally sousced fare
mspired by the traditions of our histonic Pennsylvania
German farmstead. Your meal wall be hosted in
Benfrew’s Wagon Shed Room mside our converted
Victonian bam. Servers dressed m authentic penod
clothing wall wait upon vou wath old-fashioned
hospatality.

Start wath a hearty coursed meal of salad, soup, and a
selection of fresh-baked breads aommpamai b Dutch
Valler preserves and creamy, chumed butter followed by
a tno of sandwiches. After lunch, enjoy a tous of the
tarmstead outbuddmgs and 1812 stone Musenm House,
then retumn for a scrmmptions dessert.

Ot menu changes seasonally and reflects the thythms of
life on the farm. Produce 1= sourced from Greensburs

Farms, Hagerstown, MD and prepared by our foends at
Kevstone Panuly Restaurant, Warnesbomo, PA.

Visit RenfrewMuseum.org/taste-and-tour

PRESENTATION: Bandboxes

Tuesday, March 23, 2021 at 7:00pm

$5 per person /

Free for Friends of Renfrew Members

TWO WAYS TOATTTEND:

L. Online via Zoom (Link will be emailed. )

2. In-Person Watch Party at Renfrew (Linut 20. Masks
and Distancing Required.)

Learn about these pretty and practical nineteenth century
storage contamers with histonan Nana Gasiel Talk will
featnre an overall history, construction techniques, and
mmages of onpmals from musevm and poovate collections—

mchiding Renfrew! Registration information coming sooin.

46th Open Day Celebration

Saturday, April 10, 2021 from 10:00am to 4:00pm

Free Admission

Planning = underway for this free event to kuck off ournew
season and enjov spongtime at Renfrew. Activibies mchode
Musenm House touss, hstone demonstrations, wagon odes,
fanmly fun area, and more! Our gift shop and Visitors Center
g—a]lenen will be open aln:ulg with the Rover farmestead ont-
bthd.ulg" for all to enjor. Stay tuned for more information
in the coming weeks and check RenfrewMuseum.org/
opening-day for updates. Looking forward to welcommng
vou to Renfrew Museum and Patk for our 2021 season!

Tuesday Mornings
from 10:00-11:3 0am
Select dates starting
April 13, 2021

&5 per child /

£2.50 for Friends of
Renfrew Members

Ligrit 16 per session. Recommended for kids ages 6-13 but alf are
welcome. Must be accompanied by 3 responsible aduff
admitted st ne charge. Masks and distancing required.

Come for a new adventure every week! Learn about life on our
hiztore Fennsrlrania German Farmistead while making fin craft
projects inspired by the authentic stories found in our collections,
buildings, and landzcape. Regisraron informarion coming soon.
Visir RenfrewMuseum.orgterrific-tuesdays for

complere lisr of dares and program descriprions.

Mark Your
Calendar!

(More info and regisratdons ro

follow in firrure fssues. )

Friday Yoga Flow

at Renfrew with
Wendy Royer

Friday Mornings

June 4-August 27, 2021
from 9:00-10:00am

Judy Elden Memorial
Summer Concerts in
the Park Series
Thursday Evenings
June-Aupgust 2021

from 6:30-7:30pm

6th Annual
Oktoberfest

Saturday, September 15,
2021 from 12:00-7:00pm

#“Treasures from the
Collection™ Members
Only Event
Thursday, October 7,
2021 at 4:00pm &
7:00pm

Longrifle & Early
American Collectors
Show

Saturday, November 6,
2021 from 9:00am-

3:00pm

Christmas on the Farm
Friday, December 3,
2021 from 3:00-8:00pm
and Saturday, December
4, 2021 from 12:00-

8:00pm




Nicodemus Center for Ceramic Studies Exhibit Case

Renfrew and the Nicodemus Center for Ceramics Studies (INCCS) have partnered to create
a brand new exhibit case for NCC5’s collection of historic folk pottery on permanent loan
to the museum. Previously displayed in the Changing Gallery on the second floor of the
Museum House, these 59 significant pieces of Cumberland and Shenandoah Valley folk

pottery have now joined our Bell Family Pottery exhibit in the Visitors Center

gallery. Renfreww houses the largest publicly displayed collection of Bell Famuly

Pottery in the nation and we are grateful to exhibit the NCCS artifacts alongside

our own, bringing this extensive collection to over 300 pieces! The exhibit

features works by John Bell his sons John W. and Upton, his brothers Samuel

and Solomon (Strasburg, VA), along with pieces by Daniel Baker, Jacob Hart

{Chambersburg) and Jacob Kimler (Smithsburg, MD). A significant portion of

funding for the project was provided through the generosity of Alma Ovyer for

whom the case was dedicated on November 8, 2020. The handmade tiles on the floor of the case were

crafted by NCCS guild member Lynette King. Be sure to admire this incredible addition to the Visitors

Center gallery on your next visit to Renfrew and wisit NCCS at their studio at 13 5. Church Street.

2021 Volunteer Info Sessions

Renfrew is seeking volunteers! As we approach our 46th Opening Day, we're looking for friendly,
community-minded people to help us provide great expenences to our visitors during the upcoming
season. Volunteers at Renfrew Museum and Park assist professional staff with a wide variety of tasks
including our popular programs and events, artifact collections and exhibits, interpretation, tours,
gardening and grounds keeping, guest engagement, outreach, and so much more! If you're interested in
learning how yvou can help us advance Renfrew’s mission, please plan to attend one of our informational
meetings scheduled for Wednesday March 10, 2021 at 10:00 am or 6:00 pm.

The meetings will held in the Wagon Shed Room located at the Visitors Center with simultaneous
livestream online via Zoom. A recording will be distributed to all registrants so, even if you can’ join us
live, you'll still be well-informed. This hour-long session will be led by Renfrew’s Executive Director,
Becky LaBarre, and Manager of Visitor Experiences, Steve LaBarre. Join our dedicated team of volunteers
and help Renfrew fulfill its vision “to be a welcoming and memorable destination where everyone can walk
back in time.” Register online at: RenfrewMuseum.org/support/volunteer-opportunities

Renfrew ParkPals Program

It’s always “walking season™ with our dogs. Renfrew is the perfect place for you
and your furry friend to get outdoors, relax and enjoy the beautiful park We are
happy to allow wisitors to enjoy our many trails, open grounds and the Antietam
Creek with their leashed dogs. We do require all pets to be registered. It's a simple
process that can be done online, in person at the Visitors Center (Monday-Faday
9:00 am to 4:00 pm), or by phone via a credit card. There is a small fee of $5 that is
good for the lifetime of your dog and provides you with a tag that must be dis-
played on your dog’s leash or collar when walking in the
patk. The fee helps to cover the cost of the tag as well as
* assisting in funding the three waste stations. When you get

a chance, be sure to stop in the Visitors Center Gift Shop
and pick up a collapsible water bowl that has a carabiner

hook for just $5. These bowls provide a convenient portable drinking container for

vour dog and help to support our mission at Renfrew Museum and Park We lock

forward to seeing you and your dog pal in the park this year.

Learn more at: RenfrewMuseum.org /support/parkpals

der . T
Wetterhahn we Hep hahn

\'ﬂhld1 Number 1 mw--krm-:um-m:-m

Translated from the German,
der Wetterhahn means the weathercock that once stood
wealhervane or , more literally, watch over the potting shed of
the weathercock. The icon of a John Bell, Waynesboro's potier
roosier was ofien used by Penn- of the last century. Given the
sylvania Germans as an adorn- current value of a John Bell pot,
ment above a house or a shop o the weathercock is still bringing
insure and promote the good good foriune to the works of his
health and good fortune of old master. Given Renfrew's
those who lived and worked The logo of Renfrew Museum current state, the old bird hasn't
beneath its roost. is a direct adaptation of the lost much of his charm.

The John Bell pottery rooster weathervane has significant hitoncal ties to the eady daw of Wameshoro. Its humble ongin 1= not
clearly documented. However, we do know that the weathervane rested atop a huge stone jug on the peak of the mof of John
Bell's pottery business, which was established m Warnesboro m 1833,

The one-and-a-half story brck dwelling and woskshop was located on the comer of Mam
Street and Lettersburg Road (nowthe comer of West Man and Potomac Streets).
The property extended dowm to the alley that today = beside the mun of 5t. Paul's Reformed

Chusch. It became a common saving aromnd Warnesboro that, “The weather depends on
John Bell's mooster™

Confederate soldiers passmg through Wamesbomo m 1863 used both the jug and Bell's

weathervane as shooting targets. The jug was broken, but the rooster was only shghtly
damaged in the encomters. Bell's moster remamed fa.tthfu]l'r on duty uatil the dar the
budding was razed as the result of a fire n 1899,

The rezilient roozter then became one of the prized artifacts m the prvate collection of the late Dr. Mark Lester Heefner. Thank=

to our founder, Emma Gesser Nicodemme, the battlescarred tin rooster iz now perched over the bell pottery exhibit at Ren frew
Museum and Padk. The mooster fomm was adopted as Renfrew’s logo wath a patent that was registered on Angust 9, 1977.

Special Thanks to Our Retiring Staff and Volunteers!

Renfrew wishes to extend our sincere gratitude to the dedicated people
who have announced their retirement from service at this year.

John | Alice
Curfman 3 22is ¥ McCleaf

Maintenance F*SC#SEy Accessions [ #N Accessions
Staff | Committee Committee




